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What is limestone?
Limestone is a sedimentary rock that is made up of 
more than 95 percent of a mineral called calcium 
carbonate.  Most limestones in Indiana formed at 
the bottom of ancient seas that covered much of 
what is now the United States many times during 
the past 450 million years.  The remains of count-
less shelled animals and single-celled creatures 
that were enriched in calcium carbonate make up 
the bulk of this sedimentary rock type.  Where 
limestone bedrock has properties of durability and 
hardness that meet Indiana Department of Trans-
portation standards for class-A aggregate, the stone 
is mined and crushed to a variety of sizes that are 
then sold for use in the manufacture of concrete and 
as ballast for railroads.  Typically more than 67 mil-
lion tons of aggregate are produced each year in the 
Hoosier State.  

Extremely pure forms of limestone that exceed 97 
percent by weight of calcium carbonate are used in 
the manufacture of cement, as chemical stone for 
glass flux, and as agricultural limestone dust, which 
is used to neutralize acid soil conditions.  Other ap-
plications include filler in the manufacture of paper, 
cosmetics, drugs, plastics, and many other manu-
facturing processes.

Indiana Limestone, which belongs to the 
Salem Limestone, formation of Mississippi-
an age, is a beautiful stone that is made up of 
very well sorted and tightly cemented fossil 
fragments and tiny whole fossils scarcely one 
millimeter in diameter.  Called a “freestone” 
by carvers and cutters in the dimension stone 
industry, Indiana Limestone can be cut, 
carved, and milled into any form desired by 
architects.  It has been exported worldwide 
and has been used in the Empire State Build-
ing, Monument Circle in Indianapolis, and 
as a cladding on most of the buildings on the 
Indiana University campus, 
just to name a few. The Washington Cathedral in Washington, D.C., is constructed mostly 

of Indiana limestone.

Crushed stone being loaded into a truck for 
transport.

A limestone quarry located in 
the hills of  southern Indiana 
(above). Cutting and shaping 
the stone for use on buildings 
(left).
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